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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
The Theme of the month at Founders for December is:  Celebrate! 
 
With the lead-up to the Christmas break, there are plenty of opportunities 
to exercise the themes of our school's mission: students are "responsible" 
for collaborating on projects (i.e., collecting toys for Toys for Tots), 
students are "confident" and "open-minded" (i.e., by performing in music 
concerts), students are "determined" to raise needed funds (i.e., the 
Student Senate is hosting its Winter Game Night today from 3:10pm-6pm). 
Our Leadership Code of Conduct is intertwined in our many activities at 
Founders! 
 
The Second Quarter of the school year ends on January 24, 2020. 
 
Thank you for all you do! 
 
With gratitude,  
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 

 

Founders' Mission Statement 

The Founders Academy is a public chartered school encompassing grades 6 - 12 that is free and 
open to all New Hampshire students. The Academy develops leaders who understand and apply 
the lessons of the past, demonstrate exceptional character and lead by example. The Academy 
recognizes the importance of balance in the development of the whole person, and respects each 
student's journey. 
 
Principled leadership is fostered by means of a curriculum of classical studies that includes 
analyzing the lives of great men and women of history, mining the rich classical ideals of the 
Western tradition, and tracing the evolution of the precious and costly idea of liberty. 
 
Link:  http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/mission___vision 
 

 

 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/students/student_life/leadership_code_of_conduct
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/mission___vision


From the Registrar: Midterms Week of January 21, 2020 

Parents and Students - 
 
Here is the link to see the Midterm Exam Schedule  for the week of January 21-24 as well as some 
additional information related to exam week. Teachers will be going over this schedule in January 
with students in their classes and Round Tables to make sure students understand. 
 
1.  On these 4 days, there will be two, 2-hour "Exam Blocks" each day.  
 
2. These will be early release days with the school day ending at 12:30pm.  
  
3. There will be a shortened snack time in between the Exam Blocks, but there will be no lunches.  
 
4. Manchester bussing will be at the normal times in the morning, but will pick up students from our 
school at 12:30. (There will not be any 3:10 bussing.)  
 
5. If there is a school cancellation during Exam Week, we will notify you of the adjustment to the 
schedule.  
 
6. Students are expected to attend all Exam Blocks unless the student has been officially "Exempt" 
by the teacher (see The Student Handbook section 2.2). Note - student exemptions are at the 
teacher's discretion.  
 
7. Students do not need to be at the school during their lunch blocks or study halls.   A Study Hall 
will be set up for any student who does not have a class during an Exam Block but cannot get a 
ride to arrive late or leave early.  If a student is able to arrive late due to Lunch/Study Halls, they 
should be at the school at least 15 minutes before their next class.  If a student is being dismissed 
early, they can be dismissed at the Front Desk. 
 
8. On these days, dismissals will work the same as on a normal day. However, on these days, there 
will usually be more cars picking up at the same time and most, if not all, of the busses will be here 
on time, and traffic can get very crowded. On these days, we do ask for patience during dismissal. 
Also, the following things can help as well: 

a) Carpool.  The fewer cars going through the traffic line, the better. 
b) The traffic pattern is one-way only for the first 20-30 minutes (until it gets less crowded). 
c) Parents should pick their students up in the back of the school unless we have the "Park" 

signs up.  Once we do that, any remaining students are brought through the school to the 
front to meet their rides. 

 
Thank you, 
Greg McKenzie 
Registrar 
The Founders Academy 
g.mckenzie@tfanh.org 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QASskN2XKPyQWjwRw1Pk24bSR4rEfR3t63AUjOUKerY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J7zq2KQ8yE4fwEl-vao2fu04t_0g8ots/view?usp=sharing


 

From Director of Student Affairs: Plastic Silverware at Lunch 

We do not charge any student for a fork or spoon ever. We do remind students that it is best to 
bring a needed spoon or fork from home, as we do not always have any available. The reality is 
that we purchase plastic silverware for the school store so that when students purchase noodles or 
other items that require cutlery we have it to give to them. We put the donated plastic silverware out 
for students who need it to take, but sometimes run out and do not have any to give out. We have 
not, and will not charge students for donated items. 
 
Paula Oliveira 
Director of Student Affairs 

 

Summer Camp 2020 Survey 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
Please fill out the attached form from Mr. Gracza: 
 
"Founders Academy is interested in supporting our community. We have received multiple requests 
from parents to offer extended summer programs. As we plan for the summer of 2020, we are 
interested in your feedback about this program. Please take a moment and consider your family 
needs and a possible extended summer program at Founders Academy. This program will be in 
addition to the two weeks of individual half day programs we offer in July. The program will include 
many aspects of day camps for children. We would like your feedback about what your family 
needs. Please ask your child how we can make this a positive experience and let us know." 
 
Summer Camp Survey 
 

 

 

School News  

 

Lost and Found - Deadline of December 20, 2019 

The items in lost in found will be on display in the front office area starting next week (Dec. 16-20) 
and will be there until the items will be donated next Friday (Dec. 20). Please remind your child (or 
come yourself) to look in the lost and found for any items that they may be missing. Thank you very 
much. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQV2Vaooc2kPUsFoGtMG-_uFZcAAhcLzG0_QSrmtYasXNtEA/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

The Founders Patriot Issue 1 

This is the first edition of the Founders Patriot, the new school newspaper. This was created by 
Liam Childers to fulfill the mission and vision of the school and to serve as his senior project.  The 
paper consists of articles written and edited by students and is completely student-run. 
 
Thank you, 
Liam 
 
See Issue 1 here 
 

 

Student Calendar Raffle Winners 

The top three student ticket sellers for the Calendar Raffle received their prizes this week.  First 
place went to Amelia Z., who sold 80 tickets, a Founders record!  Second place was Evan N., with 
56 tickets, and third place was Charlotte F., with 54 tickets. 

 

 

Student Spotlight: Anna S. 

Founders student Anna S. gave a speech at a memorial ceremony honoring the late Woodie 
Flowers, National Advisor to FIRST and co-creator of the FIRST Robotics Competition. 
 
Link to the full ceremony is here: https://youtu.be/cAwYN3Jfo3g.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHzUq-aDzS68-f7yniEBcUkg0m9GuaGA/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/cAwYN3Jfo3g


Anna begins at 39:18, and her most poignant statement about the many lessons Dr. Flowers taught 
her was:  
 
“The real gift was not the power that the tool had, but the power I had in learning to work with it.” - 
Anna Scarpone 
 
More on the inspiring life of Woodie Flowers in this NY Times article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/24/science/woodie-flowers-dead.html 
 

 

 

In the Classroom: Science and Art 

The Art 7 students and 8th grade science students worked collaboratively to create ornaments with 
Borax and pipe cleaners. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/24/science/woodie-flowers-dead.html




 

 

Chorus Concerts 

All four Chorus levels performed their holiday favorites at the concerts this past week!   A special 
thank you to Ms. Cormier and Mrs. Ciccarello for their directing!   Great job, student singers and 
soloists!  



 



 

 

Film Discussion with Mr. Van Ewyk 

On December 11, 2019, Mr. Van Ewyk returned to Founders to lead a film discussion on the 
documentary "Joshua:  Teenager vs. Superpower."    Students from three history classes 
participated in watching the documentary and then discussing a series of topics provided by Mr. 
Van Ewyk.   The discussion was tied into the mission of Founders as it relates to liberty, freedom, 
history and self-regulation.  
 
Prior to the viewing of the documentary, Liam C. discussed his Senior Project, The Founders 
Patriot, where he wrote an article on the Hong Kong quest for freedom.  Read a copy of The 
Founders Patriot here. 
 
Here is a description of the documentary:  
 
"The documentary follows Joshua Wong, at the time a 14-year-old student living in Hong Kong. He 
made a breathtakingly brave stand against the Chinese government, which in 2012 began to 
institute a pro-Communist education program in that territory. China took control of Hong Kong in 
1997 and had promised it autonomy, a vow that had weakened over time and would be violated 
further by the school proposal. Joshua and the organization he founded, Scholarism, recruited 
supporters, distributed leaflets and then occupied the square outside the Hong Kong government 
headquarters to protest the Chinese plan." 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHzUq-aDzS68-f7yniEBcUkg0m9GuaGA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHzUq-aDzS68-f7yniEBcUkg0m9GuaGA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHzUq-aDzS68-f7yniEBcUkg0m9GuaGA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/27/world/asia/hong-kong-new-years-fair-election.html?module=inline


 

 

Concert Season! 

 
It’s winter concert season here at Founders!  Below are all the dates of our upcoming concerts, 
which can also be seen on our website calendar. 
 
-  Monday, December 16 - Band Levels 1 & 3 
- Tuesday, December 17 - Band Levels 2 & 4; Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Combo 
- Snow Dates - To be Announced 
 
All concerts start at 7pm in the Lower Cafe.  We would love to see you there! 
 

http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar


 

Geography Bee 

 
The Founders Academy's 4th Annual Geography Bee will take place on Wednesday, January 
29th at 6:30pm in the upper cafeteria.  
 
The GeoBee is an annual geography competition sponsored by the National Geographic Society. 
The Founders Academy winner will move onto the state level for a chance to compete in 
Washington D.C. at the National Tournament. All middle school students (6th-8th graders) are 
invited to participate in the GeoBee. 
 
If you are interested in signing up or want more information about the GeoBee, please see Miss 
Brown or Mrs. Galambos! 
 

 

 

Fundraising/Donations/Volunteer Opportunities 

 



Holiday Craft Fair 

 

 

Most Needed Items: updated 12/11/19 

We rely heavily on donations for much needed items around the school.  Please consider giving, 
and thank you in advance! 
 
Paper towels 
Facial tissues 
cup a soups 
mac & cheese 
Granola bars and/or fruit snacks 
 
 

 

AmazonSmile for Founders! 



 
Use AmazonSmile to support Founders! Amazon contributes 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases for Founders! 
 
smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3442950  
 
Thank you!! 

 

Toys for Tots Toy Drive 

 
It is that time to share.  The Random Acts of Kindness club will be collecting Toys for Tots 
beginning Monday December 9th through Wednesday December 18th.  Students in Mrs. 
Nichols’ and Mrs. Huffman’s Round Tables will be coming around twice a week to collect them. 
The high school has a challenge for spirit points; whichever class brings in the most toys will get 
bragging rights and points.  The challenge to the school is between middle school and high school. 
If middle school students bring in the most toys they will get a victory lap around the school and be 
able to wear hats for the day. Vice versa if the high school students bring in the most toys.  There 
will also be a special prize for the student who brings in the most Toys for Tots.  Let’s make this a 
great year of giving!  

 

Annual Fund 2019-2020 

 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3442950


November, 2019 
 
RE:  Annual Fund 2019-2020 
  
Dear Families: 
 
Greetings!   Founders' sixth year is moving along just like its character theme of the year "move 
forward."   During this month known for Thanksgiving, Founders respectfully asks that you consider 
giving to this year's Annual Fund.  
 

1. What is the Annual Fund?   The Annual Fund was established to help close the gap 
between the school’s operational costs (i.e., academic supplies, utility costs, lease, 
etc.) and those funds paid by the state for each student.  Charter schools are 
funded at $7,188.00 per child, or 45% of the average, when compared to local 
public schools. Since the average cost to educate a child in New Hampshire is 
$15,865.26, Founders depends on parent support and donations to meet its annual 
expenses including salaries, facility repairs, employee health insurance, and other 
operational costs.  

 
2. Who can help?   Each year, we welcome more and more new families to our 

community.   As a public charter school, it is important that the Annual Fund receive 
support by 100% of its families.  We ask everyone to donate what you can to the 
school as no gift is too small or too large.  

 
3. How can we donate?   Donations may be made monthly or one time in any amount 

and manner that works best for your family.  Checks can be made to "The Founders 
Academy" or payments can be made online through PayPal at this link.  The Annual 
Pledge Form is attached.   See form here.  

 
4. Does Founders accept matching funds?  Many employers offer a matching 

contribution for employee donations made to non-profits. In many instances this will 
double the donation made by the family.  For more information on this opportunity, 
please contact Christine Nassiopoulos ( Christine.Nassiopoulos@tfanh.org ). 

 
5. What is the Founders Academy Presidents Club?  In the school's front foyer is a 

mural dedicated to the Presidents Club.   The mural was designed and painted by a 
Founders' Senior student last summer.  This mural lists the names of Annual Fund 
contributors by commitment level.  This year's levels are as follows: 

 
FOUNDERS' FRIENDS ($25 - $499) 
 
LINCOLN LEVEL ($500 - $999) 
 
ROOSEVELT LEVEL ($1,000 - $2,999)  
 
JEFFERSON LEVEL ($3,000 - $4,999) 
 
WASHINGTON LEVEL ($5,000 +) 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/donating
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/donating
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1207585/File/Annual%20Fund%20Pledge%20Form%20December%202019%20(2).pdf
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1207585/File/Annual%20Fund%20Pledge%20Form%20December%202019%20(2).pdf


  
 
 

6. Why Give to Founders?  The Founders Academy Public Charter School was created 
by its founders to offer a classical education in grades 6-12 centered on its mission of 
character building, U.S. History, leadership, and liberty.  Founders is unique among 
charter schools.  A reminder of this noble mission is the stencil above our main 
entryway which reads: "Through the doors walk the leaders of the future. . .  the 
guardians of our liberty."  To preserve our mission and our school, it is critical that we 
raise monies to defray annual costs.  

 
The entire Founders' community thanks you, in this season of Thanksgiving, for considering a 
donation to this year's Annual Fund.  Founders considers it an honor and privilege to educate 
"future leaders."  Thank you in advance for your much needed help! 
  
Sincerely, 
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 
See the Annual Fund Pledge form here. 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1207585/File/Annual%20Fund%20Pledge%20Form%20December%202019%20(2).pdf


 

PTSA Donation Drive - Teacher Wish List 

 
 
SIGN UP LINK IS HERE 

 

Donors Choose: Mrs. Fortier 

I want to make sure my students have the materials they need to succeed, so I just created a 
request for my classroom at DonorsChoose.org: 
 
Let’s Throw Some Pots! 
 
Help me give my students a pottery wheel and bead stand to provide new opportunities in 
ceramics! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aafa82daafd0-founders
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/lets-throw-some-pots/4649625/


 
Thank You! 

 

Donors Choose: Ms. Marcotte 

I want to make sure my students have the materials and experiences they need to succeed, so I 
just created a request for my classroom at DonorsChoose.org: 
 
Python Physical Computing through Robotics. 
 
Right now, your gift will go even further. All donations to my project will be matched 3X by Infosys 
Foundation USA, while funds last. If you chip in to help my students, you'll get awesome photos and 
our heartfelt thanks. 
 
Thanks so much, 
Ms. Marcotte 
 
P.S. If you know anyone who may want to help my classroom, please pass this along! 
 

https://email.donorschoose.org/wf/click?upn=18mZ8eQC3VapcQsVe-2BoMfnzqFvmzCC4iOuuKC-2Bu0g5G-2F4qlOFPdkP-2FHkFwlWjU-2BTZEt7yFTlBXcz3SKbUrj4gQqqq1-2Fstd1EZDeGbDWuxS7K6frnEOtM3zFMPJx4EKkDbDKvwypyWpWZba30liFaYK4uKHZfdgRKxQT5qh-2BsOcxL97XP2qtaPyBbraKwan4EWU4F1FUhkX1jga3nkxMAkUijF4LBi48cjmicjMxMqiwm-2F8l3BRrFeJ2CWGXmlWUHtlQ4uErtriHQCJbBVqaay1XqlwU7dKYNlB7HtvKBhvNKX8U6rBN6xKe3HSEECjQrmX43eh0Cdg-2B-2BcBJFDkfngw-3D-3D_6dDQcjj3wZqKDJ6HMe-2BA-2F5lLK5SGhOXl3yIC9kYdkMpnQe9P5V-2Fo5eFky9wqfMiNa4Qv5zy07F8degQQexfooSgI8T9WxRLHF6X8m723-2FkPcM0oPGtXs4fW4NBIBBLIi-2BfUO-2B6XqUXKEMXeJeaqrLS8dIwo50SCyLfdx6N3WBFG3Ko9YX7n014I1whE2UqCI2kpISiKkmc33EmiA1ZpWMfssJCsICB-2B5SoQ5YkQx2AKXx39FCYpco0jGmc2tZlIbt5PzGuhalwcbTzKF8xmxHyhkfm1eV6-2Ft-2FnO2Lik7uJX68hnRUojp7OIqMBQM-2BqVifBJolv-2BB6Sj6FK7r8mUqdh4-2BXv6QdzTbC733Pw0rS91XPtvBgBFF472075eRSb5GqvTtIRtJP-2Fh7zNA4IwsMd0kqZG2rxbliygo7wJAiSn0hqJzxB1yknnPhysGM3OWmslHCxAdwIyjA3MwGBMCL7w-3D-3D


 

PTSA Fundraiser - "Ice, Ice Donate" 

 
 
 
Here is the designated box in the front foyer: 
 



 
 

 

 

Other 
 

Themes of the Year and Month 

Curricular Theme of the 2019-2020 School Year: "Perseverance" 
 
Character Theme of the 2019-2020 School Year:  "Move Forward" 
 
Themes of the Month 
September: School Functions and Purposes 
October: Founders Codes and Themes of Citizenship 
November: Veterans and Thanksgiving 
December: Celebrate 
January: Developing Self-Regulation 
February: Presidential History and Character 
March: Immigrants and Entrepreneurship 
April: Defining Liberty and Understanding the Gifts of and Threats to Our Freedom 
May: Self-Evaluation, Dreaming and Setting Goals 
June: End of Year 



 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
Grid format:  http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2019_-_20_school_calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check 
the online school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
 
 
 
 

 
 
© The Founders Academy 2019 

 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2019_-_20_school_calendar
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Founders-Academy-Public-Charter-School/675459439135607?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/
https://twitter.com/foundersnh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkvGKi5ww_-pR8f7_A5yrw

